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One of the central documents of Vatican II is Lumen Gentium (The Constitution on the Church), a beautiful 

document that is well worth reading. After setting forth the nature and mission of the Church over the course of 

seven chapters, the Council dedicates the final chapter of this document to the Blessed Virgin Mary: on her role 

in salvation history and in the life of the Church, and on how Mary serves as a “type and outstanding model” of 

the Church (LG 53).  

 

The role of Mary in the plan of salvation was spoken of and foreshadowed in the Old Testament. After the sin of 

Adam and Eve, a promise was given of one who would crush the head of the serpent and destroy the work of 

the Devil. In the Blessed Virgin Mary, the final stages of this redemptive plan are inaugurated. From her free 

cooperation with God's grace at the annunciation, to her presence in the public ministry of Christ, Mary 

“appears prominently” in the life and mission of her Son (LG 58). For this reason, the Church has always seen 

Mary as actively participating in the saving work of Christ.  

 

Related to her unique role in the plan of salvation, Mary also has a unique role in the life of the Church. Mary, 

preserved from the stain of original sin from the moment of her conception, was redeemed “in a more exalted 

fashion” by the merits of Christ's paschal mystery. In this way, she is an image of the grace and holiness of 

which all are invited to partake (LG 53). Likewise, through her assumption into Heaven, Mary reveals the full 

fruit of a life of faithfulness and obedience. For this reason, Mary was understood from early on as “a type of 

the Church in the order of faith, charity, and perfect union with Christ” (LG 63). In addition to being a type of 

the Church, Mary continues to play a role in the Church as Advocate, Helper, Benefactress, and Mediatrix, so 

that through Mary, “the gifts of eternal salvation” are ever brought to “the brethren of her  Son” (LG 62).  

 

The Council acknowledges that Mary has been raised by grace above all angels and men, second only to her 

Son. As a result of this, a practice of veneration has fittingly arisen within the Church, and this devotion ought 

to be “generously fostered” within the Church (LG 67). However, this veneration “differs essentially from the 

cult of adoration, which is offered equally to the Incarnate Word as to the Father and the Holy Spirit” (LG 66). 

Therefore, special care must be taken so that Mary's role in the Church becomes neither too greatly emphasized 

nor overly diminished. For, true devotion consists in recognizing Mary of the Mother of God, though which we 

“are moved to filial love towards our mother and to the imitation of her virtues” (LG 67). 

 

Lumen Gentium concludes by looking to Mary as the “hope and comfort” of the Pilgrim Church on her way to 

Heaven. “The Mother of Jesus in the glory which she possesses in body and soul in heaven is the image and 

beginning of the Church as it is to be perfected in the world to come” (LG 68). Mary serves as an image for us 

of what our salvation will ultimately look like, sons and daughters of God, full of grace and filled with the joy 

of the resurrection with our Lord, Jesus Christ. Therefore, as a Church, we continually call upon her 

intercession, praying that all people would be gathered into “one People of God, for the glory of the Most Holy 

and Undivided Trinity” (LG 69). 

 

 

 

 


